


Initial Notifications to PI about dGOF reporting requirements
Subject: Action Required: Reporting Obligations on Your (sponsor Name) Award
Dear [PI Name],
Your newly awarded project ([Project Title / Award Number]) includes a sponsor-mandated condition related to dangerous gain-of-function (dGOF) outcomes. This message outlines the required reporting obligations and Cornell’s process for meeting them. Please read the information below in full and reply to this email to attest that you understand these requirements and will abide by them.

Sponsor Contract Requirement
The award contains the following reporting clause.
Please read the full text below:
Sponsor Contract Language: (Specific Term and Condition would be listed below)

What This Means for You
This requirement applies only if an unexpected outcome occurs during your funded work that may fall under the definitions referenced above. These obligations are required by your award and must be followed even if the unanticipated outcome later proves not to meet the definition of dGOF.
Immediately when such a potential outcome may be first observed:
You must:
1. Immediately halt all activities associated with the unanticipated outcome.
2. Notify IBC staff the same day at:
cu_ibc@cornell.edu
Same day reporting is required by the sponsor. Your prompt notification allows Cornell to meet that obligation.
A guidance document that assists with identifying experimental conditions that meet the definition of dGOF is attached.

What Happens After You Notify the IBC
1. Same Day Sponsor Notification
IBC staff will prepare the required information and coordinate with the Office of Sponsored Programs (OSP). The Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR) will send the required same day notification to the sponsor organization’s program and grants staff.
2. Institutional Review
IBC staff will gather information and convene the appropriate institutional review group (IBC + BSO + subject matter experts, if needed). This review will use the EO §8 criteria, NIH NOTOD25112, NOTOD25127, and the terms of the award.
3. Reporting Review Outcome to Sponsor
The AOR will submit the institutional review outcome to the sponsor within the required timeline.
4. Research Remains Halted Pending Sponsor Guidance
Any work associated with the reported outcome must remain halted until sponsor provides instruction and this instruction is officially communicated to you by the IBC

IBC staff will communicate the sponsor determination to you.

Acknowledgment Required
To document compliance, please reply to this message with:
“I acknowledge the dGOF reporting requirement and understand that I must immediately notify IBC staff at cu_ibc@cornell.edu if any potential dGOF outcome is observed.”

Questions?
If you have any questions about this requirement or the reporting process, please contact:
IBC Staff
cu_ibc@cornell.edu
Office of Research Integrity & Assurance
Cornell University



